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Summary:
Sheep (Ovis aries) is ihe main livesiock animal in Iceland and in Faroe Islands. Modern sheeps are ihe direci
descendanis of ihose ones ihai Vikings had broughi back in 9ih-10ih ceniurt. Icelandic race is a quiie calm 
one and ihet enjot eatng wild grass. Thet sometmes become aggressive io each oiher while some of 
ihem show siress. Ii would inieresi me io research iheir behavior and feedback responses along wiih iheir 
phtsiological – hormonal (plasma growih hormone, caiecholamines, melaionin, prolactn conceniraton) 
changes as ii concerns seasons of ihe tear. Winier is much colder wiih vert low iemperaiures and wiih a 
shori period of datlighi (onlt 4-5 hours). Is iheir behavior difereni in summer compared io winier? Is iheir 
reproducton afecied? Is iheir milk producton larger in summer? Is iheir appetie and/or sleep aliered 
beiween Winiher and Summer? Whai aboui iheir biomass (per individual and/or per group)?
Mt htpoihesis is ihai sheeps are more calm, more productve, eai more and are growing heavier in Augusi 
(summer) compared io December (winier).
 I could achieve mt research ihrough meetngs in farms, iaking inierviews bt farmers, ecologisis and/or 
organizing conversatons wiih zoologisis. I will pose questons like ihe above lisied focusing on ihe 
diferences beiween summer and winier dats. I’m going io iake relevani videos and piciures of ihe farm 
esiablishmenis and ihe animals ihemselves. In parallel, we could iake some hormonal measuremenis, wiih 
blood samples, during each dat in difereni periods on dat and compare ihem io possible measuremenis 
ihai have been done bt local scientsis or farmers during winier.


